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and the heritage of the region.4
But the regional distribution and development of indus-
trial and economic activity does not and cannot aim at any-
thing like self-sufficiency. No region is rich enough or varied
enough to supply all the requirements of all the indus-
tries necessary for modern civilized existence. The regional
distribution of industries only aims at a more even develop-
ment of the local resources of the country as a whole. Under
this type of industrial distribution the industries would be
varied and balanced locally in order to secure a varied and
balanced life in different regions of the country.
The regional distribution of industries, as it does not aim
at self-sufficiency of different regions or countries, cannot
lead to stoppage or shrinkage of inter-regional or interna-
tional trade. The surplus produce of every region will flow
to the neighbouring regions and even beyond the national
frontiers. The regional distribution will simply bring about
a change in the composition of the streams of inter-regional
or international trade. The pure streams of manufactured
goods from industrial regions and of raw materials from
agricultural regions will be replaced by mixed streams of
manufactured goods and raw materials both ways.
The economic resources of India are vast and varied.
She is, next to the U.S.A.* the biggest producer of raw cotton,
with an annual estimated production of seventy lakh bales.
(400 lbs.)> She enjoys a monopoly of jute, the world's cheap-
est packing cloth, of which she produces ninety lakh bales per
annum. Her supplies of wool are abundant* India today is
perhaps the largest producer of oil-seeds. She ranks first
among the world's tobacco producers. She produces the
largest amount of cattle hides. Her forest resources are
ample, covering an area equal to one-fifth of her cultivated
area. She is equally well endowed with mineral resources;
The total coal reserves are estimated at 600,000 lakh tons*
Next only to the U.S.A. and France, India has the world's
largest reserves of iron ore of the richest kind. She has the
biggest reserves of manganese ore and three-quarters of the
world's supply of mica. Site is the world's main source of
monazite and zircon/ Chromium is available to
4, R/K. Mukferjee: Social Ecology, pp, 316-18.